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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Organizational (sequencing) skills 
This child has extreme difficulty sequencing – his own experiences, movies he has seen, reading material, historical events.  His poor organizational skills, inconsistency in work quality and relative trouble “reading” nonverbal cues or between the lines – suggest the strong possibility of nonverbal learning disability.  This disorder has been described for decades but school-based interventions have not always been available.  He should have complete psychoeducational testing to assist his teachers and parents in selecting the most useful services for him. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Use charts to remember routines.  Let him help make picture charts of three- to five-step routines, such as toileting (including washing and drying hands), getting ready for bed, feeding a pet or tidying up a small area.  Help him mark each step as he completes it until it becomes a habit (approximately 42 times in a row – every day for six weeks in a row.)  Then reward him periodically to keep the routine going.
Play “What IF?” to give your child the opportunity to organize and prioritize his responses in a low pressure setting when the stakes aren’t as high as in real life situations.  

When you take your field trips (such as to G’Whiz and Lowery Park Zoo or MOSI) or have other fun experiences, help your child develop stories to save and share.  The stories should take the form:


First, we -----------------------------------------------.


Then, we ---------------------------------------------------------------.


Finally, we -------------------------------------------.


(The very best thing was --------------------------------------------.)

Let your child dictate the story; you write it or type it.  Use visually attractive fonts and format.  Have your child illustrate his story using any art style he chooses – abstract pastels, colored marker stick figures, scenic pictures pasted from a magazine, primitive-style tempera or finger paint, crayon squiggle drawings – or whatever he likes.  Save the stories as a “summer scrapbook.”
Consider having your child learn to play a musical instrument to promote sequencing, auditory memory and processing, some verbal memory and processing, upper body strengthening, mental and physical organizational skills – and enhance his self-esteem.

To improve random retrieval of words and verbal memory, play “My Ship Went to London.”  There are numerous variations of this popular game: categories, such as animals or food; alphabetical order for objects or objects all starting with the same letter.
(Additional resources developed for children with Nonverbal Learning Disability or Developmental Dyspraxia may be useful to you.  We have handouts and there are websites.)









